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" Grievous was the cry of the people " who came thronging " to the Prince's
gate"; and as the news spread " every household was filled with sorrow,"1 for
" the most wise, constant, magnanimous, patient and excellent Prince." Yet tragic
as was his fate, it was " a goodlie end, seeing he died for his countrie, a thing all
godlie wise men desire . . . . "2

".... His second sonne Maurice of Nassau, Prince of Orange, did from
that time (though he were not above seventeen or eighteen yeares old) resolve to
follow his father's steps, and to serve his countrie. And the better to incite him
thereto, he invented an Embleme, of a Tree cut down to the root from which
issued tender young plantes.... and underneath this motto in Latine, Tandem
fit* surculus arbor, viz. In time the plant becomes a Tree," to show that" they had
not yet won all by his Father's death, represented by the cut Tree."3

Among the prolonged and bitter lamentations, the greatest grief was that of
the murdered Prince's widow, Louise de Coligny-Chastillon, daughter of the
Grand Admiral of France and widow of the Teligny, both slain twelve years earlier
on the Saint Bartholomew Night.4

The news reached England on the 6th, old style, that " on the loth, new style,
at two o'clock after dinner " the Prince of Orange was murdered. " The Estates
of Holland and Zealand," ordered Joachim Ortell " at once to advertise her Majesty
and her Council. . , . "5

These tidings spread general grief and consternation among all English
Protestants. There had been speculation previously as to whether the Queen would

1" True Report," 1584.

* " The Triumphs of Nassau," p. 18.

3" The Triumphs of Nassau: or a description and representation of all the victories both by Land
and Sea, granted by God to the noble High and mightie Lords the Estates generall of the United
Netherlands Provinces Under the conduct and commaund of his Excellencie, Prince Maurice of
Nassau. Translated out of French by W. Shute gent. London .... Anon Dom. 1620." p. 18
(and ed:) Prince Maurice's mother was Prince William's second wife, Anne, daughter of the
Elector Maurice, Duke of Saxony.

4 Prince William was 51 at the time of his death.   Born 14 April 1533.   He married

(1)  Only daughter and heiress of Maximilian of Egmont, Count of Buren etc. by whom he had
Philip of Nassau, Count of Buren, subsequently Prince of Orange, and one daughter Marie, wife of
Philip Count Hohenlohe ("Hollock").

(2)  Anne, only daughter of the Elector Maurice, Duke of Saxony, by whom he had Count Maurice
of Nassau, born at Dillenbourg (Nassau} 13 November 1567; and 2 daughters, Anne, and Emilia,
the second of whom married (in 1597) Emmanuel, eldest son of Antonio, the elected King of
Portugal.

(3)  Charlotte of Bourbon, daughter of the Duke of Monpensier, by whom he had 6 daughters,
the Ladies Juliana, Elizabeth, Catherine Belgica,   Flandrina,   Charlotte  Brabantina,   and  Emilia
Secunda.

(4)  Louise de Coligny Chastillon, by whom he had Henry Frederick, born at Delft,
" Triumphs of Nassau," 2nd ed: 1620. pp. 15-16.

SS,P. Holland and Flanders, XXII. 29. Cal: S.P.F. p. 293. Also Walsingham to Stafford. S.P.
France, XH. 7. (Ib: p. 594)' Also letter from George Griffin from Middelburgh, 2 July. (S.P.
Holland and Flanders, XXII. 24. Ib, p. 580).